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Insect pests

Pine Weevil / Pissodes sp.

Pissodes sp.

SYMPTOMS

Pissodes sp. prefers young healthy trees for maturation feeding and stressed or recently dead trees for breeding (Gebeyehu &

Wingfield 2003, Wondafrash et al. 2016). Tiny circular feeding punctures on the stem or branches of young trees are characteristic

symptoms of maturation feeding. Damage on young healthy trees may result in forking or branching of trees. In trees selected for

breeding, it is common to see larvae, pupae and adults under the bark. In addition to these symptoms, the weevil leaves circular

emergence holes on the bark of the main stem that do not penetrate deep into the wood. The exit holes start from oval-shaped pupal

chambers or “chip cocoons” located between the bark and the wood (Gebeyehu & Wingfield 2003). Emergence holes of the

woodwasp, Sirex noctilio, are similar to those of Pissodes, but Sirex holes continue into the wood and are usually larger than those of

Pissodes weevil.

BIOLOGY

Pissodes sp. undergoes complete metamorphosis. Males and females fly, undertake maturation feeding and mate. The female begins

laying eggs soon after mating in feeding punctures on the bark. The newly hatched larvae bore into the inner bark, where they

construct winding galleries and feed on the phloem. Pupation takes place between the bark and the wood in chambers excavated in

the xylem and covered with wood fibers, commonly known as “chip cocoons”. The adult emerges leaving a circular emergence hole

on the bark (Gebeyehu & Wingfield 2003). 

MANAGEMENT

Remove dying and dead trees as these provide material for the population of the beetle to increase. Parasitoids are present but

recorded levels of parasitism are low.
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